

































































How to Prepare Your Vessel to Survive a Hurricane in the U.S. Virgin Islands

DURING THE STORM

here are only a limited number of
things you can accomplish during a
hurricane.

You can monitor your chafing gear, and
ease lines which are carrying too much of
the load.

A crowbar or a very large screwdriver can
be useful while easing your rodes under
tension. Be careful the rode doesn’t suddenly
‘jump’ and get away from you..!

Be extremely careful with chain. It can be
very difficult to release a small amount if it
is under heavy load.

If a nylon anchor rode has lost its chafing
gear, and is beginning to show signs of
severe chafe, glob on some thick axle-style
grease. You'll be amazed how much this
will help.

If a chock gets yanked off your toe rail, it
is sometimes possible to crowbar a piece of
wood or thick plastic under it to lessen the
resulting chafe.

If an anchor line is just about to break
from chafe, you can tie a rolling hitch to the
fraying anchor line (with a spare dockline) to
carry the strain. (Okay, it’s a long shot—but
why not attempt it?)

If you begin to drag, you can crank your
engine to relieve some of the load on your
anchors. (This is far, far harder than you
think!)

In addition, an engine occasionally allows
you to ‘dodge’ a dragging vessel so you are
not struck by it.

If your vessel is holed, you can run all
your pumps in an effort to save her. As a last
resort, use the engine raw water intake itself
as a pump. (Make sure you shut off the
seacock first, and put a bilge strainer on the
raw water pump hose.)

Ifyou are ripped free from your anchors,
an engine might allow you to steer to a ‘soft’
landing from which your vessel can be easily
dragged—rather than dashed to destruction
on the rocks.

If a dragging vessel snags one of your
anchors, the situation can sometimes be
saved by casting that anchor off.

If you go on deck, have someone
belowdecks (if there is someone) keep an
eye on you at all times. Use a safety harness

while working outside, just as a single-
handed sailor would offshore. A dive mask
will come in handy—without one it is almost
impossible to see anything to windward
through the driving rain. Some sailors report
that breathing through a snorkel is preferable

to having your mouth ripped open by the
wind.

Make sure that your forehatch can be
opened easily and quickly in case your main
companionway hatch gets smashed closed
by another vessel. V¥V
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